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build us a city and a tower, whose top may reach
unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we
be scattered abroad on the face of the earth."
Cities that would take the Old World a thousand
years to build the Americans will build you in
fifty: Oklahoma City bears witness that I speak
the truth. And not only are American cities more
numerous than those of any other nation but they
show you more plainly what cities really are> and
what destinies men brought upon themselves
when the first city was built. Would you see the
best things of which cities are capable ? America
has them ready for you. Would you see the
worst ? America has them, too. Would you
see beauty and ugliness in closest contact; good
and evil locked in a wrestle of life and death;
your fellow-man risen to his highest here and fallen
to his lowest there ? Would you swing with the
pendulum which lands you in heaven at one end
of its arc and in hell at the other ? Would you
stand at the point where the tension is fiercest
between the forces that kill and the forces that
make alive ? Would you know what it is to have
your optimism turned into pessimism, and your
pessimism turned back again into optimism, with
hardly time gone by to note the change ? The
place for these experiences is the American city.
And you need travel no farther than New York
to get them all. New York will explain to you.
what urban civilization means and all America can
do no more.